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SUBJECT: ECHEVERRIA AND THE UN SECRETARY GENERALSHIP 

REF: MEXICO 5820 

1. INDICATIONS OF ECHEVERRIA'S DESIRE TO BE SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF UN AFTER COMPLETING HIS TERM AS PRESIDENT ARE 
COMING MORE INTO THE OPEN NOW. IN ADDITION TO APPROACH 
REPORTED REFTEL, AMBASSADOR DE OLLOQUI, IN SEPARATE 
INFORMAL MEETINGS WITH DEPT ASST SEC LUERS AND OFFICERS 
OF ARA/MEX HAS ENGAGED IN RATHER OBLIQUE BUT UNMISTAKEABLE 
FISHING EXPEDITIONS ON THIS SUBJECT THROUGH ASKING 
WHETHER WE THOUGHT THE RUSSIANS IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
WOULD VETO AN ECHEVERRIA CANDIDACY. WE HAVE REFRAINED 
FROM MAKING ANY COMMENT ON WHAT HE OBVIOUSLY REALLY WAS 
AFTER (ALTHOUGH UNOFFICIALLY) - WHAT THE U.S. THOUGHT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 158798 

OF SUCH A CANDIDACY. HOWEVER, AS YOU HAVE DONE WE VAGUELY 
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MENTIONED OUR HIGH REGARD FOR ECHEVERRIA AS AN ABLE 
AND PRESTIGIOUS LEADER. 

2. AT THIS POINT WALDHEIM'S OWN FUTURE INTENTIONS ARE 
NOT CLEAR. THEREFORE, IN DISCUSSING THIS QUESTION IN 
RESPONSE TO QUERIES FROM MEXICANS OR OTHERS, WE DO NOT 

WISH TO GIVE THE APPEARANCE OF ENDORSING OR REJECTING A 
POSSIBLE ECHEVERRIA - OR ANY OTHER - CANDIDACY. AS 
EMBASSY KNOWS, APPOINTMENT IS BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, WHERE 
THE VETO IS APPLICABLE. 

3. LINE THAT SHOULD BE TAKEN IN DISCUSSIONS THIS SUBJECT 
SHOULD BE THAT AT THIS POINT IT IS MUCH TOO EARLY TO TAKE 
AN OFFICIAL POSITION ON THE QUESTION OF A CANDIDATE TO 
SUCCEED WALDHEIM. HIS TERM IS NOT OVER UNTIL THE END 
OF 1976 AND THEREFORE WE WILL HAVE NO CLEAR PICTURE 

OF THE OVERALL SITUATION UNTIL SOMETIME NEXT YEAR. 
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